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ATTENDANCE OF OBSERVERS AT THE CONFERElIDE (oonoluded) 

Mr, CADm'E (Portugn.l), sponking 011 bohal.t' of his oountry1s new Govor:rw.ent, 

oxprossod his gro.titudo to Monbors of tho Conforonoo for thoir dooision a.t tho 

provious mooting and for tho rosulting invitation to attend tho Conforonoo 

transmitted by tho Sooretary-Gonora.l. As a. oari tine oow1try and a Contracting 

Party to tho 1960 SOIAS Convention, Portugnl looked forwnrd to participation 

in tho Conforonoo and to oontinuod oloao oo-oporation with IMCO, Tho now 

Govornoent ho.d started the proooduro for full oooborship ruld hopod thnt 

arrangooonts would be ooopletod shortly. 

Ho welooned tho decision to invite Guinea-Bissau to pnrtioipato in tho 
Conforonoe. 

Tho PRESIDENT invitod conoonts on the pro~osal by CUba at tho provious 

oeeting, supported by Chinn and Bulgaria., to invite 011 obsorvor .fron tho 

Provisiono.l Rovolutiono.ry Govornoont of South Viot-Nno to attend tho Confei'Onco. 

Mr. Bil.CH (Republic of Viot-N0.t1) ~t.1.id tho.t tho Govornoont of the Ropublio 

of Viot-NnD was tho sole logo.l roprcaenta.tivo 0£ the poople of South Viot-Nw. 
The Republic 0£ Viet-Nun was a Moubor of oost of tho opooinlizod a.gencics of 

the United Nationo c.nd ho..d participated fully in thoir a.otivitioa; it wo.s a.loo 

n Contractill(; Party to tho 1960 SOUS Convention. It oupportod tho principle 

of un.ivorso.lity in tho work of the comunity of mtions, but mintained 

ontogoxioa.lly tho.t tho sol£-stylod 11PRG11 wo.o not a govornoent o.nd ho.d neither 

boon recognized as such nor pornittod to o.ttond intorno.tiono.l oonforonoos 

orgo.nized by tho Uni·tod lfotions nnd tho spooia.lizod o.gonoios. 

With regard to o.llogo.tions oodo a.t tho previous ooetinG", it wo.o not true 

that tho Paris Pao.ca .Ag:roeoent of 27 Jammry 1973 provided £or two Govo:rm.ionts 

and two torritorioo in South Viot-Nw: there was no roferonoe to tho 11PRG" in 

any of its 23 li.rticloo and no provioion co.lling for ptJ.:rtition•into two 
sopa.ra.te countries. 

In his opinion, tho present highly toohnica.l Oonforonoo wo.a not tho 

appropriate plo.oe for do~ling with politioa.1 quootions, t.nd ho proposed tlw.t 
it should not consider tho Cuban proposo.l. 
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N:r • .BENJOimll' (USA) ondorsod tho oowonts of tho roprosonta.tivo of tho 

Ropublio of Viot-ll'QJJ, and urgod tho.t tho 0011.foronoc- should not tnko politioti.l 

dooiaions whioh ho.d not ·boon. tokon by othor Unitod No.ti01UJ orgrurl.zo.tiono. 

Mr. UM.PE (Fedoro.1 Republic of Gorru:my) and Captain GJ'i'VES (Co.:no.dn) 
o.grood with tl10 two previous apookors. 

Mr. ARCHER (UIC) so.id that following tho ~1?1:l.rie Poo.oe Cont'oronoe of 1973, 
his Governoont bud reoogn.izod tho Dowora.tio Republic of Viet-HOD, (Hanoi), ao 
tho GovornoGnt of North Viot-l'Tan nnd tho Republic of Vj.ot ... NOJJ, {So.igon), as 

the Govornoont of South Viot-~T£u:1. rt did not rooognize o:ny th:lrcl govornnent 

of tho country and would vote ago.inst o:ny ootion to invite such o. govornoont 
to tl1e Cont'eronoa. He hopod, howovor, tha.t tho Oonferonoo would not a.ttonpt 
to deal with that political quostion. 

Mr. CHOI (Ropublic of Karon) supported tho viowa 0£ tho Unitod Sta.tea 

roprosonto.tive. Tho Cont'eronco should conoentro.to on the toobnico.l probleo 
for which it ho.d been oonvonod. 

The PRESIDENT put to tho voto tho proposal by tho ropresonto.tivo of tho 
Republic of Vio~:MOJJ that tho Con.f'oro11co should not conaidor tho oottor further. 

T!!o propoao.l wns adopt~d bl 28 votoJ to ;y., with 15 o.bstontiona. 

AG.ENDA ITEM 2 - /.J)OPTIO?T OF THE /i.GI®JDA ( SOLAS/COU.F /l) 

Tho /+eencla for the Cont'oroncg (S0Ll\S/C0NF/l} wo.s o.doptgd. 

AGENDA ITEM:; - AlX)P.PION OF RULES OF PROCEDURE (SOIJi.S/CONll'/2) 

Tho Rulos of b:9coduro (SOLASLcq,1~/2} were o.doptod. 

AG.ENDA ITEM 4 - ELECTION OF VICE-PRESIDEHTS AND OT.BER OFFICERS OF THE COliFERENCE 
The followi~ive Vice-Presj,aents were elected by accla.Lultion: 

Mr. EirSAMMAK (Egypt), proposed by J:l'..r. BmTWHISTLE {Canada) and. seconded 

by Mr. TRmIAIC {Ukrainian ssn); Mr. lUiCHORENA (b-genti110.), proposed by 
Mr. ERTEL (Poland) and seconded by Mr. ROZENTAL (Uoxico); Mr. RENTN'.IllR (Ceman 

llGJJoora.tio Republic), proposed by Mr. TELICICA (Czeohoslovokia.) and sooonded by 

Mr~ EL-SM!WC (Egypt); Mr. TARDANA (Indonosia.), propoood by Hr. lM.FFAELLI (Bro.zil) 

and seoondod by Ur. JACQ.UI1i.m (France); and Mr. SENGIIOll (Sonogal), propoaod by 

I4r. JACQUIER (Fro.nae) o.nd sooonded by Mr. TIGIIILT (AlB'Oria.). 
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The PUEBIDEWl' drew o.ttontion to Rulo 7 of tho llulos ot Proood\U'O 

(BOU.S/CONF/2) Nld nddod tho.t tho Seoreu,.ry-Gonoml ho.d o.ppointod 

CaptQ.in So.voliev, Eicoeu.tivo Sooro'f:o.17 ond Oapta.in Sdougoe, DopU.tY' lilxooutivo 

Saoretlll7 of .tho Con£oronQo. 

AGE?IDA ITEM 5 - l..PPOINT.MENT OF CREDENTIAIS COMlaTTEE AND DIU.FTING 00Ml'II'.I'l1EE 

Tho PRESIDENT BUB'SOStocl tha.t tho following oountrioa aho1.1.ld servo on tho 

Orodonticls Coooitteo: Jo.pan, Moxioo, Pola.nd, Switzcrlo.n.d o.nd tho U:nitod 
Ropublio of To.nzania. 

It wao oo docidod. 

Tho PRESIDENT eucgostod.tho.t the DrD..f'ting Con:dttoo bo oooposod of the 

.f'ollowfna oountrios: Argentine., .ll.uetra.lic., Bole,"'iun, Bra.zil, CU'b.o., tho 
Foc;.ora.l Hopublio of Geroany, Finland, Fra.noo, tho Geroo.n Donoorc.tio Ilopublic, 

Groooo, Liborio., Uoxioo, the llfothorlonds, Norwny, the ussn, tho United ICi11t.,'"J'Q.ot1 

o.nd tho United States. 

It was so decided • 

.r~GEMD!. ITEM 6 . ~ onG/JUZATION OF THE WORK OF T:HE COl'1F.EnENCE INCLUDING TIIE 
EST1J3LISBlili.ll)1T OF COMMITTEES lJID THEID TERMS OF REFEIU!ll'TCE 
(SOLAS/CONF/3) 

Mr. SRIV/ .. ST.li.VA (Soo;r:atnry-Gonora.l) clrow o.ttcntion to the Socreto.rio.t 'a 
sugl3'0stions (SOLAS/COiiF/3) conoorning tho struoturo and toroa of roforonoo of 
Conuittoos, a.a wall aa the tonto.tive tiuotablo for the Conf'eronoo. The Heade 

of Dolo&1tions who hn.d not tha.t norning oonoidorad that Cowittoo II should 

stnrt with Chapter II, o.nd tha.t a.ta lo.tor ota.go tho Stooring Cotlilittoo should 

dooido whioh of tho tw~ Conuittooo would doal with Cha.ptor I. Thoy had also 

na'l'ood that the Stoorill8' Connittoo should bo o.uthorizod to invite oonoultanto 
to its :ooetinaa. 

Tho Sooretnria.t•s auro::rootiona (SOM.S/COMFQ) woro o.:imx:2yod. 

The PRES11>ENT so.i,d that ooatinas. of CoDDittoos I ru1d II would ba open to 
n.11 deloaa,tions and observers. 

He hoped there would be no 0000.sion £or oomoninc tho Steorinc Coooitteo 
durine the f'irst wack of tho Conforonoo. 
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STA'l'EMElfrS BY Dl!ILEGJ.'l'IONS (oonoludod) 

Mr. BENKERT.(USA) oaid that hio Govornoont was g:mvol.y oonoor:nod a.bout 

tho i'a.ot that not ono ot tho nunerous aoondoonts o.doptod sinoo 1965 bll.d 0000 

into force undor tho prooeduroo of tho 1960 Oonvontion. 'Tha.t wo.s not ru.1y 

ori tioiso ot lMCO or i to Maobers. Indood, IliCO which ha.d been esto.blished 

to provide a ooro effioiont nltor:native to pariodio oon.foronooo ood perforoed 
its oiaaion a.clrJiro.bly. 

Tho dofocto of the o.oondilont procedure owing to which nono of tho 

anondnonto ho.l received the requirod ~uobor of explicit o.ocoptru1oee to brines 
theo into effect ho.d to be rooodied. Evidently the explicit o.cooptance 

proooduro wo.s not workable. There wore prooadonts o.dopted at other IMCO-eponoorod 

oonf'eronooo for a to.cit anondnent procedure, and tl1e United States strong-ly 

oupportod such a prooeduro for the toohnico.l Annex to the Snfety Convention. 

However, tho oxplioi t proooduro for on aoendoent to on 1.rtiole ahould be 

rota.inoc.l. 

/.11Jondnonts to the ReBUlutiona w11ich inproved oafoty of life o.t sea woro 

vital, end provisiono £or thoir rapid aoceptD.noo were osoential. As do□ostio 

conatitutiono.l prooeduros could oauoo delays, tho Convention should be 

ouftioiontly floxiblo for o. Contra.otill(J Govorm:ient which ha.d not filed nu 

objootion to be g:.i·1ron 1JU:t'.fioicmt tino .for po,rlio.oento.ry a.otion beforo it C,l'flVO 

offoct to ru1 ooenclr.lent; but a rao.oonable o.nd dofinite tiuo licit should be 
' ' 

set to crive fo.ir o.nd oquo.l treo.tnent to all Po.rties to tho Aaroocont. 

In ordor to adhoro to its titleta.bJ.e, the Conference should stay strictly 

within tho toms of roferenoe sto.toc ir.1 Assoobly Resolution A.;04(VIII). The 

Unitod Sto.toa daloc,:i.tion aareod to the inclusion of a self-conto.ined new 

chapter oonoornirie firo protootior1 for a.11 voooela covered by the Conventlon. 

Tho.t would nllow for tho orclorly axpoosion of the neculations whe~ new 

probleoa, suoh a.o special purpose vessels, were doalt with at sooe future da.te. 

~u1 the aoendDenta adoptod within n100 ainoe 1960 should be inoluclecl .. 

without auQQtontiva ohango. 

·Mr. JU1CllER {DK} said that he as:reod to t1. ereat extent with the United Sto.tas 

repreeenta.tivo. The 1960 Confe:tonce ood aonioved a. groat deo.l, but the Convention 
ho.d one oorious Dhortoouina - tho o.oondr:lent prooodure ho.c1 no·t workod. Deapi to 
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the hnrd work dona by ootltlittoos o.nd aub-ooDLlittoos, not~ ainglo ooendtlont 
ho.d oooa into foroe. Tho £not t!mt the world oerohont fleet ho.d inorenaed so 

areo.tly since 1960 oo.do it nll the nora i.Dporto.nt to dovise unifom oo..foty 

standard.a and to ensure tho.t they were uniforol,y o.pplied. Now tho.t oeobarship 
of the Mlritioe Sn.t'ety Cotltlittaa would be opened to all Manber Stntos of lltcO, 

they a.ll lm.d o.n opportunity or oontributinc3' to the fomula.tion of ooendtlents, 

and tho.t should ollo.y the tao.rs of oountrios whioh were cinxioua a.bout ho.V1116' 
to introduce reaulo.tions bofore they wore ready. 

The min objootives of the prosent conference o.s dofinod in Aoseobly 

Rosolution A.304(VIII) were to inoorporo.te in a revised Convention the 

aoendtlenta o.lreo.dy oonoidored and th.a new neau,lo.tions reooacendou by the 
Assoob!y, to provide for the ro.pid ontry into force of the Convention and to 

include an ioproved and nocolomtod o.a.endnent procedure. Aa all tho new 

ooendoonts end ReBUla.tions had been oa.refully sifted and araued, the Conferenoe 
should not spend too woh tine on their detailed e:xaoina.tion. kn::{ oianificont 

new proposals should be referred to the Ma.ritine Safety Coacittee. 

Undor .\rt.iole IX po.rticrro.ph (d) of the 1960 Convention, o.a.endtlenta Olltle 

into !oroe twelve nonths after they- hc.d been acoeptod by two-thirds of the 
Contract~ Govornoente whioh, with the preoent nunber of Contrnoti:ng Governnents, 

noant th..1.t nearly aixt;r o.ccoptnnoos would be nooded. In tho po.et they ho.d boon 

slow to cone in, and henoe the proposal tho.t teohnical a.oendnonts should coo.e 

into foroe by the to.cit approvo.l proooduro. In its proposal (SOU.S/CONF/6) 

the United K1n8'(1.on ho.d souc;ht to ooot sono of tho objoctiona no.do to tho.t 
prococ.1ure. 

The difficulties of aone countries ovor tho ti.r.dnG for bri:naine in 
o.oendoonts had to be reooe;nized, but on the otber ho.nd ioportant new aa..foty 

neo.sures should not be rlo:t'orred indefini toly. Views night differ on detnil and 

on the tine needed to bri.ne- a.bout cho.nges, but no one oould underestimte tho 

ioportonoe of ~afety of life at aon and IMCO'a vital role in soourill8' it under 

o.11 flo.es,. 

A auooessful outcooe or the Conferanoe wo.s vitnl. in brineill8' up to do.ta · 

~.nterna.tioml!y o.oceptod rules to 'Which oeroha.nt fleets should oonforo. In 

future, IMCO should pay- grec.ter o.ttention to tho entoroeoont of those rulos, 
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sons to ooot tho area.tor ~iaks to onfoty o.nd o! pollution of tho environoont 

which tho hieh voluoa of mrina tmtfio and now typoo of ahipo tmd da.naerouo 

00-ro'()OD .involved. 

Tho Oonforonco ood to conoontmto on esoentia.lo and tro.nelo.to o.e,rroooont 

into tm oftectivo inotruoont bindine on a.11 no.tiono. 

Hr. NIKOLIC (Yucoolo.via) anid toot tharo were three essentio.l aspects 
ooncerninG o..nondoents to the Convention. Fir~tly, the prooedura £or acoepti.n(; 

aoondoanto ho.d to be no.do nora spoody ruul offioiont. Secondly, Stctoa 1 

o.ooepto.noe of o.oondoonto should in :principle bo in writina, with o. roo.sorw.blo 

hut not unduly lone doa.dlino. In tho intoroota of apoodior ro.tification, 

it wa dosiro.blo for aoondoonts to be adopted by o.ll - or noa.rly all~ 

oontra.otinc oountrioo. Thirdly, with rocnrd to tho prinoiplo of sovoroic;t1 

oquo.lity of Sta.toe, it WCLS dosi:roblo to onaure tha.t non-o.ooopto.noe by a. sto.to 

did not roeult in toot Sto.to ooo.oina to be o. Party to the Convontion. Very 
oo.reful oonoidoro.tion should bo Given to tho question or whothor a two-thirda 

oojorit;v should bo roquirod for evory aoandoent, or whethor a. siople na.jority 

should bo pe:roitted for loao ioporto.nt oneo. 

Tho PnESIDENT so.id toot tho oottor would be to.kon up in Co01Jittoo I. 

Co.pt.:i.in TliI'J>ANA (Indonooia.) oaid his Govornoont fully unclorstood tho 

prinoipa.l objootivo o! tho 1974 SOLAS Contoronoe a.a dof'ined by tho 

roprosontativos of tho Unitou R1n6(].oo o.nd tho United Sta.too. Nevortholees, 
it boliovod tho.t any o.croooont concluded at o.n :tntornt1,tional oonforenoe in tho 

.f oro of o. Convontion or ,ru::i;sr otbor locally bind.inc inatruoont should bo o.a fo.r 

no poooiblo univorao.lly ncoopto.blo o.nd oo.p..~blo of offoctivo ioplooento.tion. 

Tho,Unitod llil'l6'don ropreoonto.tivo ho.d so.id toot ho would liko to aoo tho 

Convention no.do bindilliJupon a.11 no.tiona. It should be roo.lized, howover, 

tho:t a mm.bar of conventions ooncludecl et Conforonoes oonvenocl by Il-100 woro 

a.rltot not in forco or ooulc1 not bo fully ir.1plor,10ntod, duo to opecio.l 

diff' icul tioa faood by tho dovolopine countries which lmd not boon token into 

o.ocount o.t tho tioo tho Convontion wo.a au.opto<.1. 

llis dolue,"t:l.tionta oonoen1 we.a to oainta.in thG bo.lanoo of intorost betwoan 

the dovoloped and dovolopi?lff countries in the lMCO toruo. With roeo,rd \o tho 
revision of Articles IX and XI of the Convontion, thoroforo, ho would wish 
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to soe provisions ar~optod 1·.ddoh would 1:~>t oroo. te too lo.rec, a. c;a,p botweon thooo 

oountrioa whioh wero ~blo fully to inplonont tho Convention o.nd thooo whioh 
wero not, Bia doloeo,tion folt tha.t all l:oubors of the Oreo,nization, wbothor 
or not Contro.otfnG Govornoonta or Po.rtioa to tho Convontion, chould be cr:Lvon 

oore froedon to ohoose whethor or not to adopt or nooopt a convention or 
o.oondoenta thoroto. Sir.dlo.rly, o.11 Met1bars of tho Or[lt'.nizo.tion, whothor or 
not Contrnct.l.l'l8' Govornnonte, ohould bo ontitlod to po.rtioipnto end voto in 

tho prooooclinae of tho ?hritioo Sa..fety Cotltlittoo. 

On tho quoation of a.oonbnt procoduroa, ho favoured tho explicit 
o.ooopto.noo procedure, but folt tho.tit should be linitod to the Articles o.nd 
to Chnpter I of tho Convention. Roao,rdinc requirenants for entry into :f'oroo, 

his delocntion felt tho.t o.ocopto.noo by two-thir.do of oontra.otinc 00W1'tx-iofl 

should be BU.ffioient, in viow of the faot tho.t tho 1960 Convontion ho.d oono 
into foroe aftor beine' oocoptod by only 15 oountriea. 

Mr. JACQUIER (li'ronoo) so.id his Govornnont o.tto.ohod aroo.t inporto.noe to the 

prosent Con:f'orenoe, sinco it wo.s obviow:ily vitcl to enouro toot safety 
ro[,'Ulctions, once a.doptod, woro a.pplied in prnotioo. Tho ra.pid po.co of 
tooluiolocrioo.l dovolopoont noD.nt tha.t it ha.cl booone even noro nocosocu,,y to 

onko provision tor opoody i:-.nenc1non·t to tho Convontion i:,.nd !or tho ra.pid ontry 

into .foroo of such o.oonc1nonto. Ho a.c~od with tho United Kinedon roprosentntivo 
tbn.t tho objective of tho Con.foronce should bo to develop o.n ru:.1ondr.1ont 

procedure tha.t would nooolora.to tho process of a.doption and entry into foroe, 

usine the tacit l."'..oonduent procoduro when adoptina noondoonts o:f o. toohnioal 
na.tw:-eo Tho Conference should ta.ko tho opportunity to inoorpomto into tho 
Convention a.11 aoondoonta tho.t hnd not·yot entered into foroa. 

Mr. GHAli'FAil. (Po.kiota.n) clrow attention to tl10 di!ficultios faood by 

certain dovelopine' oountrioo in adoptine noondoonta to the Convontion, 
diffioultioe which ofton provod ioposoiblo to ovoroono in spite of tho 

realization by those countries of the ioportanoo of sa.f'oty o:f li!o a.t aoa. Ho 
w conaidorod thnt to pomlizo such countries by inaistinc thnt they withdraw 

fron tl1e Convention would bo too ho.rah, a.nd ho ureod tho Conforonce to koop 
in oind the spocia.l problODS of the dovolo:pine oountrioo. ,_. 
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:M'r. IU!lNTNErl ( Gerr.um Donooro. tio Ropublic) off orcd warn oon(,':t'n. tulo. tiona 

to tho Prosidcnt. For his own l'Xlrl, ho thatlked delot}t'. tiona for tho honour 

thoy had oonf orred on hir.1. 

Ono of tho purpoaos of th~ Conforonoc should bo to incorporate in tho 

Convention o.11 tho nr.iondoents adopted by n,roo, r.m.ny of which ha.cl already 

provod thoir worth. In that oontoxt, o. aioplifiod a.oondoont proceduro nncl 

provioiono for ooro ro.pid entry into foroe woro oaoontio.l. 

Another objoctivo ohould bo to clotornino the futuro oourao of' work on 

ooritino so.foty, boca.u:Je toch..t1oloaico.l procrross in tho ooritir.!o fiold wo.e vor:, 

rapid nnd. reculo.tions ~rould constantly require roviaion. 

Tho Conferonoo should nloo enoouro.cre work on tho now branches of 

tochnoloCY• Autoootion, for instance, ho.d revolutionized ship oporo.tion and 

broucht with it tho nood for now intarnnt1onal oritoria. for oanninc and 

wt1.tohkoopinc;. Roculations ahoulu be ,rorkoc1 out for tho now tyi,os of ships 

which woro boinc dovolopod. Lifo-a~vina a.pplio.noos on boo.rd ship wero 

spocio.lly ioporta.nt o.nd hio dolocntion wolco~od n1co 10 intention to rovieo 

Cha.ptor III, so cs to tolco odvantcao of the lo.tost knowlod[.ro. 

Ilia doloaation o.ttachod c:roat ioportanoe to tho work of the Conf'orenoo 

and intondod to contribute oonatruotivoly to tho foraulo.tion of the 1974 
SOUS 0011~~011.t-i.c),-l. 

Mr. Iill:JI.NIEMI (Finland) stroaaed tha.t tho ahiof conaidoro.tion that should 

£,"I.lido tho Co::lf'oronco ohould bo so.foty of 11£0 at 000.. It ohoulc1 be reoa.llod 

tru::rt a. ttoopto to onf orco intorno. ti orally a nuobol~ of anondnents to tho 1960 

SOLAS ho.d fo.ilodo Tho no.in problon to bo tn.oklod, thoroi'oro, wn.a tho.t of tho 

n.nonw:.io~,t i,rococluxco oot out undor .Articlo IX: tho n.io ohoulcl bo to oroo.to 

a. cleo.r .me! oinplo p:rocot1urc, o.nd ho belioved thnt tho nothod of ta.cit 

a.pprovcl offorod tho only possiblo solution. 

Tho nootina roso o.t, 4,52 p.o. 




